No. I. 


To the Right Honourable the LORDS SPIRITUAL 
and TEMPORAL in Parliament aſſembled. 


The PETITION of DUNBAR Earl of SELKIRK, 
and JAMES Earl of HOPE TOUN, preſented and 
read on the 1ſt December, 1790, 


Sheweth, 
£ $4 His Majeſly was pleaſed to iſſue His Royal 


Proclamation under the Great Seal, bearing Date 
the 11th Day of June, in the Year 1790, commanding the 
Peers of Scotland to aſſemble at Holyrood Houſe, in Edin- 
burgh, on Saturday the 24th Day of July then next en- 
ſuing, to nominate and chuſe the Sixteen Peers to fit and 
vote in the Houſe of Peers, in the then enſuing and now 
preſent Parliament, by open Election and Plurality of 
Voices of the Peers that ſhould be then preſent, and of the 
Proxies of ſuch as ſhould be abſent ; and the Lord Clerk 
Regiſter, or ſuch Two of the Principal Clerks of Seſſion as 
ſhould be appointed by him to officiate in his Name, were 
thereby required to attend ſuch Meeting, and to adminiſter 
the Oaths required by Law to be taken there by the ſaid 
Peers; and to take their Votes. 

That in Obedience to the ſaid Proclamation, ſundry of 
the Peers of Scotland aſſembled on the Day and at the Place 
ſo appointed, and ſundry other Peers attended by their 
Proxies or ſent Liſts, as allowed by Law; and your Peti- 
tioners and ſundry other Peers were Candidates. 

That George Home and Robert Sinclair, Eſquires, Two of 
the Principal Clerks of Seſſion, appointed by the Lord 
Clerk Regiſter to officiate in his Name, attended the ſaid 
Meeting as Returning Officers, and have made their Re- 
turn or Certificate, That the Earls of Eglintoun, Moray, 
Kelly, Lauderdale, Dumfries, Elgin, Bakearras, Breadalbane, 
and Glaſgow, the Lord Viſcount Stormont, and Lords Cath- 
cart, Elphinſtone, and Torphichen, were duly elected to be 
Thirteen of the Sixteen Peers to fit and vote in the Houſe 
of Peers in the enſuing Parhament of Great Britain ; and 
that the Votes for the Earls of Galloway, Selkire, Starr, 
and Hopetoun, and for Lords Somerville and Napier, were 
equal. 

That the pretended Equality of Votes ſtated in the ſaid 
Return and Certificate, as for your Petitioners, and the 
Earls of Galloway and Starr, and the Lords Semer ville and 
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Napier, was occaſioned by Votes having been tendered at 


the ſaid Election in the Name of Sir James Sinclair Baronet, 


as Earl of Carthneſs, by the Earl of Moray as his Proxy, 
and in the Name of Andreu Thomas Stewart Eſquire, Lord 
Caſtleſtewart, in the Kingdom of Ireland, as Lord Ochil- 
tree, by Lord Somerville as his Proxy, and by theſe Votes 
being received by the Returning Officers :— Whereas, if theſe 
Votes had not been received, your Petitioners muſt have 
been returned as elected by a Plurality of Voices, as will 
appear by the Minutes of Election, when the ſame are 
produced. 

That your Petitioners apprehend, and are adviſed, that 
the Proxy and Votes of the ſaid Sir James Sinclair Baronet, as 
Earl of Caithneſs, ought not to have been received, in reſpect 
that he is not in Poſſeſſion of the ſaid Title or Peerage, but 
recently before the ſaid Election did, at a Meeting of the 
Freeholders of the County of Caithneſs, and in Proceedings 
before the Court of Seſſion thereby occaſioned, ſtate himſelf 
to be a Commoner, and diſclaim the ſaid Title of Earl of 
Caithneſs, till it ſhould be adjudged to him in due Courſe of 
Law; and the ſaid Sir Fames Sinclair's Claim to the ſaid 
Title was, at the Time of the ſaid Election, and is now, 
in Dependance before your Lordſhips, upon a Petition 
preſented by him to His Majeſty, referred by His Majeſty 
to your Lordſhips, and by your Lordſhips to the Com- 
mittee of Privileges. 

That your Petitioners alſo apprehend and are adviſed, 
that the Proxy and Votes of the ſaid Andreu Thomas Lord 
Caftleftewart, as Lord Ochiltree, ought not to have been 
received, in reſpect that he is not in Poſſeſſion of the ſaid 
Title or Peerage, which has been aſſumed by no Perſon for 
a long Tract of Time paſt, and his Votes tendered at an 
Election of the Scotch Peers in the Year 1768, were accord- 
ingly rejected, and in reſpect that his Claim to the ſaid 
Title was at the Time of the ſaid laſt Election, and is {till 
in Dependance before your Lordſhips, upon a Petition pre- 
ſented by him to His Majeſty, referred by His Majeſty to 
your Lordſhips, and by your Lordſhips to the Committee 
of Privileges. 

That theſe Facts, and the Objections thence ariſing to the 
Votes of the {aid dir James Sinclair and Lord Caſtl, fewart, 
were ſtated to the ſaid George Home and Robert Sinclair at 
the ſaid Election, and before the Return was made, by Pro- 
teſts entered by ſeveral Peers; and the ſaid George Home and 
Robert Sinclair were otherwiſe in the Know ledge of the ſaid 
Facts, as will appear by_ the Proteſts and certain Anſwers 
made thereto, annexed to the Minutes of Election. 
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That your Petitioners apprehend, that the ſaid Sir James 
Sinclair and Lord Caſtleſtewart, in tendering their Votes, 


and the ſaid George Home and Robert Sinclair, in receiving 


and counting the ſame, under the Circumſtances above 
ſtated, were guilty of a Breach of the Privileges of this 
Houſe; and that the Return made, ſo far as it is founded 
on the ſaid Votes, is an undue Return, and ought to be 
amended by inſerting the Names and Titles of your Peti- 
tioners as duly elected, or otherwiſe as the ſame would 
and ought to have been if the ſaid Votes had not been 
tendered, or had been diſregarded. 


Your Petitioners therefore pray that your Lordſhips 
will take the Premiſes into your Conſideration, and 
allow them to be heard by their Counſel againſt the 
{aid Return, and upon the Breach of Privilege, and 
will thereupon direct the ſaid Return to be amended, 
or grant ſuch other Relief to your Petitioners, and 
the other Peers of Scotland, in the Premiſes, as to 
your Lordſhips in your great Wiſdom ſhall ſeem 
moſt proper. 

And your Petitioners ſhall ever pray. 


SELKIRK. 
HOPETOUN. 


No. 2. 


To the Right Honourable the LORDS SPIRITUAL 
and TEMPORAL in Parliament afjembled. 


The humble PETITION of JOHN JAMES Earl of 
ABERCORN, preſented and read on the zd December, 


1790, 


Sheweth, 


HAT His Majeſty was pleaſed to iſſue His Royal 
Proclamation, under the Great Seal, bearing Date 
the 11th Day of June 1790, commanding all the Peers 
of Scotland to aſſemble and meet at Holyrood- Houſe, in 
Edinburgh, on Saturday the 24th Day of July then next 
enſuing, to nominate and chuſe the Sixteen Peers to fit and 
vote in the enſuing Parliament of Great Britain, by open 
Election and Plurality of Voices of the Peers that ſhould 
then be preſent, and of the Proxies of ſuch as ſhould be 
ablent. 
That upon the ſaid 24th Day of July laſt, ſeveral of the 
Peers of Scotland did accordingly aſſemble at Holyrood- Houſe, 
f to 


— 


, 


to make ſuch Election as aforeſaid ; and that the Petitioner 
being a Peer of Scotland, and not being perlonally preſent 
at the ſaid Meeting, did duly fend to the ſaid Meeting, ac- 
cording to the Proviſions of the Statutes in that Behalf made 
and provided, a ſigned Liſt, containing the Names of the 
Earls of Glencairn, Moray, Strathmore, Kellie, Galloway, 
Elgin, Balcarras, Stair, and Glaſgow ; Viſcount of Stor- 
mont; Lords Somerville, Cathcart, Elpbinſione, TJorphichen, 
Napier, and Elibank, for whom the Petitioner did thereby 
give his Vote, and that ſuch Liſt was duly tendered at the 
{aid Meeting, on the Behalf of the Petitioner, by Walter 
Scott, Writer to the Signet. 

But that ſuch ſigned Liſt was rejected by George Home 
and Robert Sinclair, Eſquires, Two of the principal Clerks 
of Seſſion, appointed by the Lord Clerk Regiſter of Scotland 
to officiate as his Deputies on that Occaſion, and that, on 
caſting up the Votes given at the ſaid Election, the Vote of 
the Petitioner in Favour of the ſaid Peers whoſe Names are 
contained in his ſaid ſigned Liſt was not counted by the 
ſaid Deputies, whereby it appeared that the Earls of 
Eglintoune, Moray, Kellie, Lauderdale, Dumfries, Elgin, 
Balcarras, Breadalbane, Glaſgow; Viſcount of Stormont; 
Lords Cathcart, Elpbinſtone, and Torphichen, were elected, 
by a Majority of Voices, to be Thirteen of the Sixteen 
Peers to ſit and vote in the Houſe of Peers in the enſuing 
Parliament of Great Britain, and that the Votes for the 
Earls of Galloway, Selkirk, Stair, and Hopetoune, and for 
Lords Somerville and Napier, were equal; whereas, in fact, 
the ſaid Earls of Galloway and Starr, and the ſaid Lords 
Somerville and Napier, had a lawful Majority of Votes at 
the ſaid Election, and ought to have been returned as duly 
elected. 

And that, by reaſon of the Premiſes, an undue Return 
of the ſaid Election has been made by the ſaid Deputies, to 
the Prejudice of the Petitioner, and the other Peers of 
Scotland. 

The Petitioner therefore prays, that your Lordſhips will 
take the Premiſes into Conſideration, and grant ſuch 
Relief therein as to your Lordſhips may ſeem 
meet, 

And your Petitioner ſhall ever pray, &c. 
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No. 3. 


To the Right Honourable the LORDS SPIRITUAL 
and TEMPORAL in Parliament aſſembled. 


The PETITION of JOHN Earl of STAIR, pre- 
ſented and read on the 17th December, 1790, 


Sheweth, 


HAT a Petition was preſented to your Lordſhips on 
the iſt Day of this Month of December 1790, for 
Dunbar Earl of Selkirk, and James Earl of Hapetoune, 
wherein the ſaid Earls complain of the Return or Certificate 
made by the Clerks of Seſſion officiating at the laſt Election 
of Peers to repreſent the Peerage of Scotland in this preſent 
Parliament ; and ſtating in their ſaid Petition, that the 
Proxies and Votes of the Earl of Cazthneſs, and Lord 
Ochiltree, ought not to have been received or counted by the 
Clerks of Seſſion officiating at the ſaid Election, for the Rea- 
ſons ſtated in the ſaid Petition, and praying, that the ſaid 
Return may be altered. | 
That your Petitioner, being deeply intereſted in the 
Matter contained in the ſaid Petition, and in the Alteration 
of the Return prayed thereby ; 


Therefore prays your Lordſhips that he may be 
heard by himſelf or Counſel againſt the Matter of 
the ſaid Petition, and the Requeſt made therein. 


And your Petitioner ſhall ever pray, &c. 
STALK 


N. B. A like Petition of Francis Lord Napier was pre- 
ſented and read on the 2oth December 1790. (See Page 7.) 

Alſo, a like Petition of John Earl of Galloway, preſented 
and read on the 22d December 1790. (See Page 16.) 

Alſo, a like Petition of James Lord Somerville, preſented 
and read on the 22d December 1790. (See Page 18.) 
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_ No.4 


Fo the Right Honourable the LORDS SPIRITUAL 
and TEMPORAL i Parliament aſſembled. 


The Humble PETITION of WILLIAM Duke of 
QUEEN S BERRY, preſented and read on the 17th 
December 1790, 


Sheweth, 

THAT His Majeſty was pleaſed to iſſue His Royal Pro- 
elamation under the Great Seal, bearing Date the 
tith Day of June 1790, commanding all the Peers of 
Scotland to aſſemble and meet at Holyrood-Houſe in Edin- 
biirgh, on Saturday the 24th Day of July then next en- 
ſults, to nominate and chooſe the Sixteen Peers to fit and 
vote in the enſuing Parliament of Great Britain, by open 
Election and Plurality of Voices of the Peers that ſhould 
on be preſent, and of the Proxies of ſuch as ſhould be 

abſent. 

That upon the ſaid 24th Day of July laſt ſeveral of the 
Peers of Scotland did accordingly aſſemble at Holyrood- 
Houſe to make ſuch Election as aforeſaid, and that the 
Petitioner, being a Peer of Scotland, and not being perſon- 
ally preſent at the ſaid Meeting, did duly ſend to the ſaid 
Meeting, according to the Proviſions of the Statutes in 
that Behalf made and provided, a ſigned Liſt, containing 
the Names of the Dukes of Hamilton, Buccleugh, Gordon, 
Argyle, Atholl, and Roxburgh, the Marquis of Lothian, the 
Earls of Selkirk, Marchmont, Lauderdale, Dumfries, Stair, 
Eglintoune, and Aberdeen, the Viſcount of Stormont, and 
your Petitioner, for whom the Petitioner- did thereby give 
us Vote; and that ſuch Liſt was duly tendered at the faid 
Meeting on the Behalf of the Petitioner by Crauford Tart, 
Writer to the Signet : 

But that ſuch ſigned Liſt was rejected by George Home 
and Robert Sinclair, Eſquires, Two of the principal Clerks 
of Seſſion, appointed by the Lord Clerk Regiſter of Scorland 
to officiate as his Deputies on that Occaſion ; and that 
on caſting up the Votes given at the ſaid Election the 
Vote of the Petitioner in favour of the ſaid Peers, whoſe 
Names are contained in his ſaid ſigned Liſt, was not 
counted by the ſaid Deputies, whereby it appeared that 
the Earls of Eglintoune, Moray, Kellie, Lauderdale, Dum- 


fries, Elgin, Balcarras, Breadalbane, G/a/zow, Viſcount of 


Stormont, Lords Cathcart, Elphinſtone, and Torphichen, 
were 


8 
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were elected, by a Majority of Voices, to be Thirteen of 
the Sixteen Peers to ſit and vote in the Houſe of Peers 
in the enſuing Parliament of Great Britain, and that the 
Votes for the Earl of Galloway, Selkirk, Stair, and Hope- 
toune, and for Lords Somerville and Napier, were equal, 
whereas in Fact the ſaid Earls of Se/kir& and Stair had a 
lawful Majority of Votes at the ſaid Election, and ought 
to have been returned as duly elected. 

And that, by reaſon of the Premiſes, an undue Return 
of the ſaid Election has been made by the ſaid Deputies, 
to the Prejudice of the Petitioner and of the other Peers 
of Scotland. | 
The Petitioner therefore prays, that your Lordſhips 

will take the Premiſes into Conſideration, and grant 

ſuch Relief therein as to your Lordſhips may 
ſeem meet. 
And your Petitioner ſhall ever pray: 


QUEENSBERRY: 


No. 5. 


A PETITION of FRANCIS Lord NAPIER, 
preſented and read on the 2oth December 1790 ; 
the ſame as the Petition of the Earl of Starr (No. z.) 
See Page 5. 


No. 6. 


To the Right Honourable the LORDS SPIRITUAL 
and TEMPORAL in Parliament aſſembled. 


The PETITION of GEORGE Marquis of T WEED= 
DALE, DAVID STEWART Earl of BUCHAN, 
JOHN BOWES Earl of STRATHMORE, AR- 
CHIBALD Earl of DUNDONALD, ALEXAN- 
DER Lord SALTOUN, HUGH Lord SE MPILL, 
ALEXANDER Lord ELIBANK, GEORGE Lord 
KINNAIRD, and JOHN Lord KIRKCUD- 
BRIGHT, preſented and read on the 2oth December, 
1790, 

Sheweth, 


HAT His Majeſty was pleaſed to iſſue His Royal 
Proclamation under the Great Seal, bearing Date 

the 11th Day of June, in the Year 1790, commanding 
9 the 
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the Peers of Scotland to aſſemble at Holyrood-Houſe in Edin- 


burgh, on Saturday the 24th Day of July then next en- 


ſuing, to nominate and chuſe the Sixteen Peers to fit and 


vote in the Houſe of Pcers in the then enſuing and now 
preſent Parliament, by open Election and Plurality of Voices 
of the Peers that ſhould be then preſent, and of the Proxies 
of ſuch as ſhould be abſent ; and the Lord Clerk Regiſter, 


or ſuch Two of the Principal Clerks of Seſſion as: ſhould 


be appointed by him to officiate in his Name, were thereby 
required to attend ſuch Meeting, and to adminiſter the 
Oaths required by Law to be taken there by the ſaid Peers, 
and to take their Votes. 

That in obedience to the ſaid Proclamation, ſundry of 
the Peers of Scotland aſſembled on the Day and at the 
Place ſo appointed, and ſundry other Peers attended by 
their Proxies, or ſent Liſts as allowed by Law. 

That George Home and Robert Sinclair, Eſquires, Two of 
the Principal Clerks of Seſſion, appointed by the Lord 
Clerk Regiſter to officiate in his Name, attended the ſaid 
Meeting as Returning Officers, and have made their Return 
or Certificate, —That the Earls of Eglintoun, Moray, Kellie, 
Lauderdale, Dumfries, Elgin, Balcarras, Breadalbane, and 
Glaſzow ; the Lord Viſcount Stormont, and Lords Cathcart, 
Elphinſtone, and Terphichen, were duly elected to be Thir- 
teen of the Sixteen Peers to fit and vote in the Houſe of 
Peers in the enſuing Parliament of Great Britain; and that 
the Votes for the Earls of Galloway, Selkirk, Stair, and 
Hopetoun, and for Lords Somerville and Napier, were 
equal. 

"That it will appear from the Minutes of Election, when 
produced, that the ſaid Return or Certificate was made in 
conſequence of receiving and reckoning the Votes of Perſons 
ſtyling themſelves ſeverally Ear! of Caithneſs, Lord Ochiltree, 
Lord Lindores, Lord Napier, and Lord Belhaven ; whereas 
your Petitioners apprehend, and are adviſed that the Perſons 
who ſeverally aſſumed or gave their Votes under thoſe 
Titles were not entitled to vote at the ſaid Election, of 
which your Petitioners are ready to ſatisfy the Houſe by 
entering into the particular Objections applicable to each 
of the Perſons who aſſumed or gave their Votes under the 
ſaid ſeveral Titles. 

That the ſaid Return or Certificate was likewiſe made in 
conſequence of receiving and reckoning the Votes of the Earl 
of Reoſeberry, the Earl of Deloraine, the Lord Viſcount 
Dumblane, the Lord Sinclair, the ſaid Lord Lindores, and 
the Lord Fairfax of Cameron, although your Petitioners 
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are adviſed and apprehend that no legal or proper Evi- 
dence was produced of thoſe noble Lords being qualified as 
the Law requires to vote at the ſaid Election. 

That the ſaid Return or Certificate was farther ſo made, 
in conſequence of the Returning Officers taking upon them 
to reject the Votes tendered at the ſaid Election by Valter 
Lord Ly/e, a Peer of Scotland; whereas your  Peti- 
tioners apprehend that the ſaid Valter Lord Lyle was 
entitled to vote, and that his Votes ought to have been 
reckoned. 

That your Petitioners are adviſed, and apprehend that it 
will appear, upon an Examination into the Legality of the 
Votes given and tendered at the ſaid Election, that the Mar- 
quis of Tweeddale, the Earl of Glencarrn, the Earl of Strath- 
more, the Earl of Lauderdale, the Earl of Dumfries, the Earl of 
Selkirk, the Earl of Breadalbane, the Earl of Aberdeen, the Earl 
of Hopetoun, the Lord Viſcount Stormont, and the Lords Sal- 
toun, Gray, Sempill, Cranſtoun, Elibank, and Kinnaird, were 
elected by a Majority of legal Votes, and ought to have 
been the Sixteen Peers returned to repreſent the Peers of 
Scotland in the preſent Parliament; and that the Earls of 
Eglintoun, Moray, Kelly, Elgin, Balcarras, and Glaſgow, 
and the Lords Cathcart, Elpb, nſtone, and Torphichen, were 
not duly elected ; nor were the legal Votes given for the 
Earl of Ga/lxeay, the Earl of Starr, the Lord Somerville, and 
the Lord Napier, equal to thoſe given for the Earls of Sel- 
kirk and Hopeto n, as ſet forth in the ſaid Return and Cer- 
tificate, or equal to thoſe given ſor other noble Lords, not 
named in the ſaid Certificate or Return. 

That your Petitioners are adviſed and apprehend that 
the ſaid Cer unn der Return 15 erroneous, and ought to 
be amended by eraſing ſome of the Names or Titles therein 
mentioned, and * the Names or Titles of other Peers 
of Scotland, according to the Evidence to be laid before 
your Lord{hips with reſpect to the Legality and Number 
of the Votes given at the ſaid Election. 


Your Petitioners therefore pray this moſt Honourable 
Houſe to take the Premiſes under their Conſideration; 
to allow your Petitioners to be heard by their Counſel 
againſt the ſaid Return or Certificate and that your 
Lordſhips will be pleaſed to alter or amend the ſame, 


according to what ſhall appear to be the Merits of© 


the Election, upon the Evidence to be laid before 
the Houle, and Law and | Juſtice— —and that you will 
o1ve the Petitioners and the other 1170 of Scotland 
ſuch other Relief upon the Matter of the ſaid Elec- 
tion and Return, as to your Lordſt hips | in your great 
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Wiſdom ſhall ſeem proper under all the Cireum- 
ſtances. 
And your Petitioners ſhall ever pray, &c. 

TWEEDDALE. 
SENMPILL 
DUNDONALD. 
BUCHAN. 
ELIBANK. 
BOWES STRATHMORE. 
SAL TOUN. 
KINNAIRD. 
KIRKCUDBRIGHT, 


No. 7. 


To the Right Honourable the LORDS SPIRITUAL 
and TEMPORAL iin Parliament aſſembled. 


The Petition of JAMES Lord SOMERVILLE. 
preſented and read on the 21ſt of December 1790, 


Sheweth, 
HAT at the late General Election for nominating 
and chuſing the Sixtcen Peers of Scotland to fit and 
vote in the Houſe of Peers in the preſent Parliament of 
Great Britain, your Petitioner, and ſundry other Peers, 
were Candidates, 
That the ſaid Election was held (in Obedience to His 
Majeſty's Royal Proclamation for that Purpoſe) at 77:lyrood- 
Houſe, in Edinburgh, upon Saturday the 24th Day of July 


laſt. | 
That the Votes of the Peers preſent, and of certain ab- 


ſent Peers voting by their Proxies, and by ſigned Liſts, 
having been collected by Two of the principal Clerks of 
Seſſion, appointed by the Lord Clerk Regiſter to officiate 
as his Deputies on this Occaſion, they, by the Return 
made by them, certified and atteſted, that the Earls of 
Eglintoune, Moray, Kellie, Lauderdale, Dumfries, Elgin, 
Balcarras, Breadalbane, Glaſgow ; Viſco unt of Stormont; 
Lords Cgthcart, Elpbinſtonc, and Torp1:c en. were duly 
elected to be Thirteen of the Sixteen Pecrs to and vote 
in the Houſe of Lords in the rage. (now Pre ent) Par- 
liament of Great Britam ; and that the Votes Tor tl he Earls 
of Galloway, Sclkirk, Stair, and $: 7 perbun, and for Lords 
Somerville (your now Petitioner) and Nager, were equal. 


But 
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But your Petitioner ſubmits to your Lordſnhips, that the 
Dukedom of Rothſay, under which Title e Vote was given 
againſt your Petitioner, does not give a Right to vote at 
the Election of the Peers who are to repreſent the Peers of 
Scotland in Parliament; and that eve; n iF the ſaid Dukedom 
does convey ſuch Right, the Proxy of the Duke of Rothhſay 
at the late Election, is irregular, informal, ſa and there- 
fore void. 

That the Perſon pretending to the Title of Lord 


411418 
Newark, who, by Proxy, gave his Vote againſt your Pe- 


titioner, had no Right to vote at the ſaid Election. 

That Lord Kinnaird, who voted at the faid Election, 
and who, as Proxy for the Earl of Dyſart, and for Lord 
Cranſtoun likewiſe, gave the Suffrages of theſe Peers at the 
ſaid Election againſt your Petitioner, did not qualify as by 
Law required, whereby the Votes of Lord Kinnaird, the 
Earl of Dyſart, and Lord Cranſtoun, are void. 

That the Certificate of the Qualification of the Earl of 
Dyſart, who voted againſt your Petitioner at the ſaid 
Election, is irregular, informal, defaced, and therefore void. 

That ſeveral other Perſons, whoſe Votes were received, 
and who voted againſt your Petitioner at the ſaid Election, 
had no legal Right to vote. 

That the Proxies of ſeveral other Peers who voted by 
Proxy againſt your Petitioner, at the ſaid Election, were 
irregular, informal, defaced, and therefore void. 

1 "hat the Earl of Abercor u, who is one of the Peers of 
Scotland, by his ſigned Liſt voted for your Petitioner at the 
ſaid Election; but the Clerks of Seſſion officiating at the 
ſaid Election, were pleaſed to refuſe and reject the ſigned 
Liſt and Vote of the ſaid Earl of Abercorn fo tendered 
for your Petitioner. Your Petitioner begs Leave to repre- 
ſent to your Lordſhips, that if you ſhould be of Opinion 
that the Vote of the ſaid Earl of Abercorn ought to have 
been received and reckoned in the ſaid Election, it will 
give your Petitioner a conſiderable Majority over others of 
the Candidates at the ſaid Election of Peers of Scctlond. 

That ſeveral other Peers, who have a 80 od and lawful 
Right to vote for the nominating and chuſing Peers to re- 
preſent the Peerage of Scotland in Parliament, tendered 
their Votes at the faid Election for your Petitioner : That 
the ( erks attendin 


44 at the ſaid Ele tion did, otwithſtand- 
ing, reject the Votes of ſuch P . 
Your Petitioner therefore contends, that he had a greater 


4 The like Petition of hn Earl of Gallatvar, No. 12, Was preſented 
2 d rcad on the 22d of December 1790, 


only that the Word {defaced) is in- 
ſertcd after the Word (informal. 
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Number of legal Votes than ſome of the Thirteen Peers 
above named, who have been returned as duly elected; and 
likewiſe, that he had a greater Number of legal Votes than 
ſome of the Five Peers above- named, who, together with 
your Petitioner, have been returned as having an equal 
Number of Votes. That your Petitioner ought accordingly 
to have been returned as One of the Sixteen Peers of Scotland 
duly elected to fit and vote in the Houſe of Peers, in the 


preſent Parliament of Great Britain. 


Your Petitioner therefore prays, that your Lordſhips 
will be pleaſed to take this his Petition into your Con- 
ſideration, and allow him to be heard by his Counſel, 
and grant him ſuch Relief in the Premiſes as to your 
Lordſhips in your great Wiſdom may ſeem meet. 


And your Petitioner ſhall ever pray. 
SOMERVILLE. 


No. 8. 


To the Right Honourable the LORDS SPIRITUAL 
and TEMPORAL n Parliament afſembl:d. 


The PETITION of FRANCIS Lord NAPIER, 
preſented and read on the 21ſt December 1790, 


Sheweth, 


HAT at the laſt General Election for nominating and 

chuſing the Sixteen Peers of Scotland to fit and vote 

in the Houſe of Peers in the preſent Parliament of Great 

Britain, your Petitioner, and ſundry other Peers, were 
Candidates. 

That the ſaid Election was held, in obedience to His 
Majeſty's Royal Proclamation, at Hzlyr:od-Houſo in Edin- 
burgh, upon Saturday the 24th Day of Judy laſt. 

That the Votes of the Peers preſent, and of certain Peers 
abſent, voting by their Proxies, and by ſigned Liſts, having 
been collected by Two of the principal Clerks of Setlion, 
appointed by the Lord Clerk Regiſter to officiate as his 
Deputies on this Occaſion, they, by t the Return made b 
them, certified and atteſted, that the Earls of Eglintoune, 
Moray, Kelhe, Lauderdale, Dumfries, Elgin, Ballcar res, 
Breadalbane, Glaſgow, Viſcount of Stormont: Lo Cat b- 
cart, Elphinſtone, and Torphichen, were duly elected to be 
Thirteen of the Sixteen Peers to fit and vote in the Houſe 
of Lords in the enſuing (now preſent) Parliament of Great 
Britain; and that the Votes for the Earls of Gallatway, 
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C03) 
Selkirk, Stair, and Hepetoun, and for Lords Somerville 
and Napier (your Petitioner), were equal. 

But your Petitioner ſubmits to your Lordſhips, that the 
Dukedom of Rothſay does not give a Right to vote at the 
Election of the Peers who are to repreſent the Peers of 
Scotland in Parliament, and that even, if the ſaid Dukedom 
does convey ſuch Right, the Proxy of the Duke of Rothbſay 
at the late Election, is 1rregular, informal, defaced, and 
therefore void. 

That the Perſon pretending to the Title of Lord Neu- 
ark, had no Right to vote at the ſaid Election. 

That Lord Kinnaird, who voted at the ſaid Election, 
and who, as Proxy for the Earl of Dy/art, and for Lord 
Cranſtoun, likewiſe gave the Suffrages of thoſe Peers at the 
ſaid Election againſt your Petitioner, did not qualify as by 
Law required, whereby the Votes of Lord Kinnaird, the 
Earl of Dyſart, and Lord Cranſtoun, are void. 

'That the Certificate of the Qualification of the Earl of 
Dyſart, who voted as above-mentioned againſt your Peti- 
tioner at the ſaid Election, is irregular, informal, defaced, and 
therefore void. 

That ſeveral other Perſons whoſe Votes were received, 
and who voted againſt your Petitioner at the ſaid Election, 
had no legal Right to vote. 

That the Proxies of ſeveral other Peers, who voted b 
Proxy againſt your Petitioner at the ſaid Election, were 
irregular, informal, defaced, and therefore void. 

Your Petitioner therefore contends, that he had a greater 
Number of legal Votes than ſome of the Thirteen Peers 
above-named, who have been returned as duly elected; and 
likewiſe that he had a greater Number of legal Votes than 
ſome of the Five Peers above-named, who, together with 
your Petitioner, have been returned as having an equal 
Number of Votes. That the Petitioner ought accordingly 
to have been returned as One of the Sixteen Peers of 
Scotland duly elected to fit and vote in the Houſe of Peers 
in the preſent Parliament of Great Britain. 


Your Petitioner therefore prays, That your Lordſhips 
will be pleaſed to take this his Petition into your 
Conſideration, and allow him to be heard by his 
Counſel, and grant him ſuch other Relief in the 
Premiſes as to your Lordſhips in your great Wiſ- 
dom may ſeem meet. 

And your Petitioner ſhall ever pray. 
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No. 9. 


To the Right Honourable the LORDS SPIRITUAL 
and TEMPORAL in Parliament aſſembled. 


The humble PETITION of WALTER Lord LYLE, 
preſented and read on the 22d December 1790, 


Sheweth, 


| HAT at the late Election of Sixteen Peers to repre- 

ſent the Peers of Scotland in the preſent Parliament, 
your Petitioner attended, and required the Deputies of the 
Lord Clerk Regiſter, acting as Returning Officers, to ad- 
miniſter to him the Oaths required to be taken by Law ; 
and did then and there tender his Votes for the following 
noble Lords, to repreſent the Peerage in the preſent Par- 
liament ; namely, The Marquis of Tweeddale, the Earls of 
Glencairne, Strathmore, Lauderdale, Dumfries, Selkirk, 
Breadalbane, Aberdeen, and Hopetoun, the Lord Viſcount 
Stormont, and the Lords Saltoun, Gray, Sempill, Cranſtoun, 
Elibank, and Kinnaird. 

That the Returning Officers, on certain frivolous Pre- 
tences, refuſed to adminiſter the Oaths to your Petitioner, 
or to receive his Votes ſo tendered : Whereas your Peti- 
tioner apprehends, and is adviſed, that as a Peer of Scor- 
land he was well entitled to vote ; and that in determining 
the Merits of the ſaid Election, his Votes ought to be 
reckoned, and the Benefit thereof allowed to the ſaid 
noble Lords for whom the ſaid Votes were given or 
tendered. 

Your Petitioner therefore prays this moſt Honourable 
Houle to take the Premiſes into Conſideration, and 
to allow him to be heard by his Counſel, and to 
grant to him and the Peers affected by the ſaid Re- 
fuſal of the Returning Officers, ſuch Relief as to 
your Lordſhips in your great Wiſdom ſhall ſeem 
proper. 


And your Petitioner ſhall ever pray. 
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No. Io. 


To the Right Honourable the LORDS SPIRITUAL 
and TEMPORAL in Parliament aſſembled. 


The PETITION of GEORGE Lord KINNAIRD, 
preſented and read on the 224 December 1790, 


Sheweth, 


HAT His Majeſty was pleaſed to iſſue his Royal 
Proclamation under the Great Seal, bearing Date 
the 11th Day of June laſt, commanding the Peers of Scor- 
land to aſſemble at Holyrood- Houſe, in Edinburgh, on Satur- 
day the 24th Day of July then next enſuing, to nominate 
and chuſe the Sixteen Peers to fit and vote in the Houſe of 
Peers in the then enſuing and now preſent Parliament, by 
open Election and Plurality of Voices of the Peers that 
ſhould be then preſent, and of the Proxies of ſuch as 
ſhould be abſent. 

That, in obedience to the ſaid Proclamation, ſundry of 
the Peers of Scotland aſſembled on the Day and at the Place 
ſo appointed, and ſundry other Peers attended by their 
Proxies, or ſent Liſts as allowed by Law. 

That George Home and Robert Sinclair, Eſquires, Two of 
the Principal Clerks of Seſſion, appointed by the Lord Clerk 
Regiſter to officiate in his Name, attended the faid Meeting 
as Returning Officers, and have made their Return or Cer- 
tificate that the Earls of Eglintoune, Moray, Kelly, Lauder- 
dale, Dumfries, Elgin, Balcarras, Breadalbane, and Glaſ- 
gow, the Lord Viſcount Stormont, and Lords Cathcart, 
Elpbinſtone, and Torphichen, were duly elected, to be Thir- 
teen of the Sixteen Peers to fit and vote in the Houſe of 
Peers in the enſuing Parliament of Great Britain; and that 
the Votes for the Earls of Galloway, Selkirk, Stair, and 
Hopetoun, and for Lords Somerville and Napier, were equal. 

That it will appear from the Minutes of Election, when 
produced, that the ſaid Return or Certificate was made in 
Conſequence of receiving and reckoning (amongſt others) 
Votes given by a Perſon ſtiling himſelf Earl of Moray, as for 
himſelf, and as Proxy for another Perſon; whereas your 
Petitioner is adviſed, that the Perſon who aſſumed and gave 
the ſaid Votes, had no Right to the ſaid Title, or to vote 
either for himſelf or as a Proxy; and the ſaid Return was 
alſo made in Conſequence of reckoning the Votes of the 
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Lord Viſcount Dumblane, who had no Right to vote at the 
ſaid Election. 

That on theſe and other Accounts ſet forth in a Petition 
already preſented to your Lordſhips by your Petitioner, and 
other Peers of Scotland, he 1s adviſed, and apprehends it 
will appear upon an Examination into the Legality of the 
Votes given and tendered at the ſaid Election, that the 
Marquis of Tweeddale, the Earl of Glencairn, the Earl of 
Strathmore, the Earl of Lauderdale, the Earl of Dumfries, 
the Earl of Selkirk, the Earl of Breadalbane, the Earl of 
Aberdeen, the Earl of Hopetoun, the Lord Viſcount Stor- 
mont, and the Lords Saltoun, Gray, Sempill, Cranſtoun, and 
Elibank, and your Petitioner, were elected by a Majority of 
legal Votes, and ought to have been the Sixteen Peers re- 
turned to repreſent the Peers of Scotland in the preſent 
Parliament. 


Your Petitioner therefore prays this moſt Honourable 
Houſe to take the Premiſes under their Conſidera- 
tion—to allow your Petitioner to be heard by his 
Counſel againſt the ſaid Return or Certificate and 
that your Lordſhips will be pleaſed to alter or amend 
the ſame according to what ſhall appear to be the 
Merits of the Election upon the Evidence to be laid 
before the Houſe, and Law and Juſtice—and that 
you will give the Petitioner and the other Peers of 
Scotland, ſuch other Relief upon the Matter of the 
ſaid Election and Return, as to your Lordſhips in 
your great Wiſdom ſhall ſeem proper under all the 
Circumſtances, 

And your Petitioner ſhall ever pray, &c. 


KINN AIRD. 


No. II. 


A PETITION of JOHN Earl of GALLOWAY, 
preſented on the 22d of December 1790 ; the ſame 
as No, 3. See Page 5. 


No. 12. 


A PETITION of JOHN Earl of GALLOWAY, 
preſented and read on the 22d of December 1790 ; 
the ſame as No. 7, except that the Word © defaced” is 
added after the Word © informal.” See Note (a) Page 11. 
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No. 13. 


To the Right Heoncurable the LORDS SPIRITUAL 
and TEMPORAL in Parliament aſſembled. 


The Petition of JOHN Earl of STAIR, preſented and 
read on the 22d December 1790, 


Sheweth, 


HAT at the late General Election for nominating 

and chuſing the Sixteen Peers of Scotland to fit and 
vote in the Houſe of Peers in the preſent Parliament of 
Great Britain, your Petitioner, and ſundry other Peers, 
were Candidates. 

That the Election was held (in obedience to His Ma- 
jeſty's Royal Proclamation for that Purpoſe) at Holyrood- 
Houſe, 1 Edinburgh, upon Saturday the 24th Day of 

uly laſt, 

/ That the Votes of the Peers preſent, and of certain Peers 
abſent, voting by their Proxies, and by ſigned Liſts, having 
been collected by Two of the Principal Clerks of Seſſion, 
appointed by the Lord Clerk Regiſter to officiate as his Depu- 
ties on this Occaſion ; they, by the Return made by them, 
certified and atteſted, that the Earls of Eglintoune, Moray, 
Kellie, Lauderdale, Dumfries, Elgin, Balcarras, Breadalbane, 
Glaſgow ; Viſcountof Stormont ; Lords Cathcart, Elphin/lone, 
and Torphichen, were duly elected to be Thirteen of the S1x- 
teen Peers to fit and vote in the Houſe of Lords in the en- 
ſuing (now preſent) Parliament of Great Britain, and 
that the Votes for the Earls of Galloway, Selkirk, Stair, 
(your now Petitioner) and Hopetoune, and for Lords Somerville 
and Naprer, were equal, 

But your Petitioner ſubmits to your Lordſhips, that 
the Dukedom of Rotheſay, under which Title a Vote was 
given againſt your Petitioner, does not give a Right to vote 
at the Election of the Peers who are to repreſent the Peers 
of Scotland in Parliament, and that even if the ſaid Duke- 
dom does convey ſuch Right, the Proxy of the Duke of 
Rotheſay at the late Election, is defaced, irregular, informal, 
and therefore void, 

That the Perſon pretending to the Title of Lord Newark, 
who, by Proxy, gave his Vote againſt your Petitioner, had 
no Right to vote at the ſaid Election. 

That Lord K:nnaird, who voted at the ſaid Election, and 
who, as Proxy for the Earl of Dyſart, and for Lord 
Cranſtoun, likewiſe gave the Suffrages of thoſe Peers at the 
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ſaid Election againſt your Petitioner, did not qualify as by 
Law required, whereby the Votes of Lord K:nnarrd, the 
Earl of Dyſart, and Lord Cranſtoun, are void. 

That the Certificate of the Qualification of the Earl of 
Dyſart, who voted againſt your Petitioner at the ſaid 
Election, is irregular, informal, defaced, and therefore 
void. | 

That ſeveral other Perſons, whoſe Votes were received, 
and who voted againſt your Petitioner at the ſaid Election, 
had no legal Right to vote. 

That the Proxies. of ſeveral other Peers who voted by 
Proxy againſt your Petitioner at the ſaid Election, were 
Irregular, informal, defaced, and therefore void. 

That his Grace the Duke of Queenſberry, and the Earl of 
Abercorn, both tendered their Votes at the ſaid Election 
for your Petitioner ; that the Clerks attending at the ſaid 
Election refuſed the ſame; that the ſaid laſt- mentioned 
Peers have a good and lawful Right to vote for the nomi- 
nating and chuſing Peers to repreſent the Peers of Scotland 
in Parliament, and therefore their Names ought to be ad- 
ded to the Number of thoſe who voted for your Peti- 
tioner. 

Your Petitioner thercfore contends that he had a greater 
Number of legal Votes than ſome of the Thirteen Peers 
above-named, who have been returned as -duly elected; 
and likewiſe that he had a greater Number of legal Votes 
than ſome of the Five Peers above-named, who, together 
with your Petitioner, haye been returned as having an 
equal Number of Votes. That your Petitioner ought 
accordingly to have been returned as One of the Sixteen 
Peers of Scotland duly elected to fit and vote in the Houſe 
of Peers in the preſent Parliament of Great Britain. 


Your Petitioner therefore prays, That your Lordſhips 
will be pleaſed to take this his Petition into your 
Conſideration, and allow him to be heard by his 
Counſel, and grant him ſuch Relief in the Premiſes 
as to your Lordſhips, in your great Wiſdom, may 
ſeem meet. | 

And your Petitioner ſhall ever pray. 


8ST AIR. 


No. 14. 


The PETITION of JAMES Lord SOMERVILLE, 
preſented and read on the 22d December 1790; 
the ſame as No. 3, See Page 5. 
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DUNBAR Earl of SELKIRK, 
JAMES Earl of HOPETO UN, 
and of ſeveral other Peers, relative 
to the Return of the Peers for 
Scotland; preſented on the iſt, 3d, 
17th, 20th, 21ſt, and 22d Decem- 
ber 1790. 


2 —— _— * non erg, Tray 
- = — * —— —— — 2 ͤ—ä 
pete 
4 25M L777 8 — Y 


PPP 


r rr 


—— ws 


— — —— 


2 —_— x 


* 


. 7 * 
* T 8 9 T7” +* 
| * 8 2 N i 
4 = 


1 


